■  u./a 


» 


A 

% 

DISSERTATION 

9  N 

Dr.  JAMES’S  FEVER  POWDER. 


[Price  One  Shilling.]; 


A 


DISSERTATION 

O  N 

Dr.  JAMES’S  FEVER  POWDER. 

0 

In  which  the  Different  Circumffances,  wherein 
that  Remedy  may  prove  beneficial  or  hurtful, 
are  confidered  and  diftinguifhed,  according  to 
Obfervation  and  Reafon. 

By  M  AL  COLM  FLEMYNG,  M.D. 

Omari  res  ipfa  negat,  contenta  doceri. 


LONDON: 

Printed  for  L.  DAVIS  and  C.  REYMERS,  Printers  to 
the  Royal  Society,  over-againft  Gray’s-Inn,  Holborn. 

MDCCLX. 


■  '•  :  f  .. 

'■' y  ’ ■</ .  ‘  1*  *  ‘ ' 

,  >  .  ,  ■  ,/  : 


-1  ~  Sy 


•♦•  ‘  I 
■\ 


'▼'TV' 

A' 


’  .V  ■ 


Tl 


;■(  O;- 

'  i  t 


■■ 


/# 


f  • 

\  •» 


‘V  '  j 

t-  ■  '  'T 


V  / 


s//-- 


sVi 


I*.  • 

y" 

r- 

:# 


tM  * 

■  *  ^  ^  Y. 

iip; 

• 

.  #  .#V.  ‘j. 

V  V 

\'.''  V 

» 

■  ,  rS  .■•'/  ;%  •■'  » 

f  ,  Y '■. 

t 

"c  ■  f  '^  -  t 

,., ';,.'':.J  .TO 

c)H:  r  .>.iY'Y' 

ty  5^-  \ 

>  H  i . 

#• 


■  r-\^ 
-♦  * 


'  . 


r  ,  <  * 


.  ^  H 


^ 


'  pv.I’ 


LI 


V'4 


-4  ^  ^0 


'•» 

?  ‘ 


> 


<ft  .'  -^n  -.  ■  .  iif/. 


/  . 

■•yirT  • 


-■  'f\‘ 


.'O  . 


/’  J  ■ 

■v  -  -»%-• 


,•■»  ',  ■•  -'■  r-y  T  .=r 

i.-L  '  ■'"x  ■  i»- 


tj* 

■  » 


j  r 


o 


r 


•  A  «  ^ 


« 


*  i  ^  .  ■  y4»  • 

f;'- 


::YJ  -  ^ 

■  <»* 

t‘"^-  . 

.  i  ‘  V 

.Vj  ■  ‘\^‘-  -■,  '  ’V  ' 

‘  -  '-'i  >’ '  *  •*T*^  ■*•''  ■”'  ' 


^  t  ^ 


■.i-’r 

•U‘ 


■■■.t 


'fc-  •■•■Y 


(rM. 


«r 

c 


■.•*•).  -.•  4*  .  ■ 


■  ,.iC  ■''",*^ 

•  ■**  V. 

,  '  ■■?  '•'. 


^ 


.•  '.V  . . 


\>«  Jr 

•i  i-' 


.>v 


Jtf 


V.. 

'fl. 


'■"  n' '  ■*’ 


^  - 

vC  , 

.*- ' 


»•  ••  •  -;.S'^^'-^''' -  ' 

...  ,,,^^. 


i#-' 


k  . 


■•  :■*'  6'  i. 


- 


■■;y 

\*4 


.  ''/..  ■  ,.f  v|'  vl  O.  i.A 


/  . 


’■' ':  v  ^-»  ,T  ■''  '  '  '  ‘ 

'V;,t  '■’:>" 

.  ':  ■  '"  ^  *’■■■  ■'*‘*I*'- 


.•<  ■••  '  ■.^„,*  ^ . 


-V’  •' 

't’*  ' 


V  • 


•  Iff;  ;• 

-'"Y ..  *  ’  •  ■  •  '  ' »  .  '  ' 


[r..^‘.,  .  A 


-.i 'i ; 


THE  RIGHT  HONOURABLE 


GEORGE, 

EARL  of  MACCLESFIELD, 

Prefident  of  the  Royal  Society. 

THE  following 

D  I  S  S  E  RTAT ION 


Is  moft  humbly  Infcribed,  by  his  Lordship’s 


Moft  devoted  Servant, 

Caifter,  in 
Lincolnfliire, 

April  1 6,  1760. 


The  AUTHOR 


,  -''j  t  y*-  *  • 

y 

' :  4 


'.'.I'ik 


41. 

;v; 


»  ■ 


•  ■  s.  , 

_  i, '  '  ^ 

'  L  71;^'/- 


T  ’:^:r  /'v. 

t  i 


^  i'  ^ 

t  ,tf  4  »  * 


11 


3 


I  ,'' 


'  < 

t  -s  • 


7  H 


iO  a  yi  Al 


^ :  jv- 


‘  #  «. 


r  -.  ••-*' 

vAJl  1 

«' 


'  1;  .  :  .  i-  . 

■  •  ^  >  *.  h|>  ■' 


--  i 


■  y.Qi 


V 


■<  :> ! 


=s- 

••^.  i 


■'  tr  :  -3  - V  t'"-7  - 


f  ■ 

i  V 


t,  -  *-  .>’^ 

V 


. ■.  ,V;J;-*;:Cu  Jio-r;  ot.  ;*; 


jt?' .  if 

•■■  -il 

: 


.0  4  <  ^ 


#- 


^4:, 


.‘Ar-" 


A 


v  n: 

3  .T 


n  ■ 

-  T’  .  • 


I  ■  'W 

'.  ■  ''-■'■'•I  ‘.‘i: 

'  % 


.  \  1  %  f  t  ''  ■»  »  i  '  '  ■% 


^  '^^bl's  I 
■  .  < 


.  I 


■V  .  • 


>  „  «  . 


A 


t.,j 


\ 


/  .i 


'  t  ^  '  C'*’  < 

T  *.  ■  • 


'  ■  tr’'^‘ 


1*  •  #  . 


A 


DISSERTATION 


O  N 

Dr.  James’s  fever  powder. 

IT  is  well  known  that  antimonial  and 
mercurial  medicines  have  been  ufed  in 
medicine  feveral  centuries  ago.  Bali- 

lius  Valentinus  is  thought  to  have  lived  at 
lead:  a  century  before  Faracelfus,  who  flou- 
fifhed  about  the  year  1530.  The  former 
was  fo  affiduous,  and  fuccefsful  in  his  opera¬ 
tions  on  antimony,  that  he  has  been  before¬ 
hand  with  the  modern  chy mills,  in  almod 
every  difcovery  concerning  the  properties  of 
that  mineral  j  and  was  by  much  too  liberal 
in  afcribing  medicinal  virtues  to  his  prepa¬ 
rations  of  it.  The  latter  had  his  turbith, 
which  is  a  mercurial  precipitate,  amongft  his 

B  other 


(  2  ) 

Other  favourite  arcana  5  and  gave  it  often  to 
his  patients. 

Not  to  detain  the  reader  with  the  account 
of  very  remote  times.  Dr.  Charleton,  a  ce¬ 
lebrated  phylician  in  Charles  the  lid's  reign, 
who  had  the  licenfing  of  quacks,  told  on  his 
'  death-bed  (as  Dr.  Cheyne  was  well  inform¬ 
ed  *)  that  all  the  ufeful  and  fuccefsful  cures 
performed  by  the  mountebanks  of  his  time, 
were  foiely  owing  to  preparations  of  mer¬ 
cury  and  antimony.  In  the  year  1720,  the 
French  miniftry  (the  king  being  then  but 
ten  years  old)  purchafed  the  puhis  Carthu^ 
fianorum^  or  chermes  mineral,  a  famous  fe- 
cret  at  that  time,  originally  invented  by  Glau¬ 
ber,  and  made  it  public;  upon  which  it 
came  into  regular  pradice,  and  great  vogue, 
efpecially  in  the  French  dominions.  Very 
foon  after  this  publication.  Ward,  returning 
from  thence,  introduced  among  us  his  pill, 
drop,  and  I  know  not  how  many  more  forms 
of  arcana,  which  good  judges  quickly  con¬ 
cluded  to  be  made  of  mercury  and  antimo¬ 
ny,  fomehow  prepared  and  difguifed.  Af¬ 
ter  thefe  appeared  the  Fever  Powder  of  the 
learned  and  ingenious  Dr.  Robert  James ;  the 
fubjeeft  of  our  prefent  difeourfe. 

That 


> 


*  Englifh  Malady,  p.  131. 
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That  what  I  have  to  lay  before  the  reader 
concerning  this  celebrated  remedy,  with  the 
greateft  impartiality,  uninfluenced  by  any 
motive,  that  can  in  the  leaft  clafli  with  the 
interefl;  of  mankind,  may  be  the  more  clear¬ 
ly  underflood  by  the  reader,  I  fhall  flep  a 
little  back  forfome  illuftrations. 

The  immortal  Boerhaave  In  his  praftical 
courfe,  when  difcourfing  on  inflammation, 
ufed  to  fay,  ‘‘  That  it  were  much  to  be 
wifhed  fome  internal  fpecific  remedy  could 
be  found  out  for,  added  he,  fuch  a 
remedy  might,  in  his  opinion,  cure  all, 
‘‘  or  moft  acute  diftempers.”  And  this  he 
fpoke  of  as  a  thing  not  altogether  impoflable» 
I  myfelf  teflify  his  faying  fo  in  his  ledlures, 
in  the  year  1723  and  1724. 

Befides,  when  treating  on  the  fmall-pox, 
(before  inoculation  was  introduced  into  Chri- 
llendom)  he  propofed  a  method  to  carry  oft 
the  inflammation  in  the  beginning  of  the 
difeafe  ;  and  to  prevent  the  puftules  from 
advancing,  and  fuppurating ;  for  which  pur- 
pofe  he  recommended  medicines,  ex  anti^ 
monie  et  mer curio,  ad.  magnum  penetrabilita- 
tern  arte  deducts ^  ?2ec  tamen  falma  acrimonia 

B  2  corrofive : 
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corrojive ;  fed  bene  unitis :  Made  of  anti- 

‘‘  mony  and  mercury  prepared  in  fuch  a 
manner,  as  to  be  highly  penetrating  j  but 
“  at  the  fame  time  not  corrofive  through 
faline  acrimony  ;  and  well  united  toge- 
therf’  Thefe  are  his  words  in  every  edi¬ 
tion  of  his  Aphorifm,  from  the  firft,  which, 
if  I  miftake  not,  appeared  in  1709,  to  the 
laft.  And  in  his  Materia  Medica,  or  fyftem 
of  preferiptions  adapted  to  the  Aphorifm, 
he  gives  two  formulae  to  anfwer  this  end, 
in  the  one  of  which  there  is  mercurius  dulcis ; 
in  the  other  cinnabar  of  antimony  (which 
Contains  mercury) :  and  in  both  of  them 
diaphoretic  antimony,  undiverted  of  its  nitre  ; 
and  fome  fal  polychrefs.  This  Materia  Me¬ 
dica  he  ufed  to  dictate  to  his  fcholars  ;  and 
did  not  publifh  it  till  the  year  1719,  being 
forced  fo  to  do  by  the  appearance  of  a  fur- 
reptitious  edition.  Moreover,  in  a  pam- 
.  phlet  publirtied  in  Englifli  in  1726,  entitled, 
Obfervations  on  Dr.  Friend’s  hiftory  of  Phy- 
fic,  written  by  Dr.  William  Cockburn,  un¬ 
der  a  difguifed  name  ;  between  whom  and 
Dr.  Friend  there  were  mifunderftandings  and 
quarrels,  I  find  the  following  paffage  ; 

The  mort:  learned  phyficians  abroad, 
keep  up  to  the  reafonable  practice  in  hav- 

ing 
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“  ing  fecrets.  The  famous  profeffor  Boer- 
“  haave  has  many,  and  one  more  particular, 
“  ly,  for  making  the  fma!l-pox  come  forth 
“  favourably.”  This  fecret  was,  no  doubt, 
a  compolition  of  antimony  and  mercury, 
nearly  of  the  fame  nature  with  thefe  above- 
mentioned  forms  in  his  Materia  Medica. 
By  concealing  what  he  gave  in  fuch  cafes,  he 
kept  it  in  his  power  to  vary  his  medicines 
as  the  circumdances  of  thofe  patients,  he 
himfelf  attended,  fhould  require ;  and  thought 
it  unfafe  to  publiih  to  the  world  any  other 
formulae  than  thofe  in  his  Materia  Medica 
already  mentioned,  left  by  opening  too  wide 
a  field,  rafti  pradlitioners  might  be  encou¬ 
raged  to  be  too  free  with  thefe  Herculean 
remedies,  to  manage  which,  great  prudence 
and  caution  are  indifpenfibly  requifite.  From 
what  hath  been  faid,  it  appears,  that  Boer- 
haave,  above  50  years  ago,  gave  preparations 
of  antimony  and  mercury  joined  together,  in 
acute  diieaies.  But  though  he  was  a  very 
great  chymift,  as  every  body  knows,  he  was 
not  very  fond  of  metallic  remedies ;  thinking 
that  many  of  them  adled  too  violently  on  the 
animal  body  j  and  therefore  drew  the  far 
greateft  part  of  his  Materia  Medica  from  the 
vegetable  kingdom.  This  moderation  was 
indeed'  wonderful,  in  fo  profound  a  know¬ 
ledge 
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ledge  of  the  fpagyric  art.  But  the  incom¬ 
parable  profeffor  joined  to  it  a  thorough  ac¬ 
quaintance  with  botany,  and  every  branch  of 
natural  hiftory ;  and  an  exquifite  knowledge 
of  the  animal  oeconomy;  tempering  and 
kneading  all  together,  with  the  higheft  pru'^ 
dence,  and  the  llridleft  integrity. 

I  therefore  look  upon  him  as  the  firft,  who 
gave  antimonial  and  mercurial  medicines  uni¬ 
ted,  in  acute  difeafes,  upon  rational  princi¬ 
ples,  and  not  through  vague  conjedlure,  or 
blind  experiment ;  and  that  all,  who  fol¬ 
lowed  him  in  that  method,  copied  his  ex¬ 
ample,  if  they  had  any  connexions  with  li¬ 
terature. 

But  by  aflerting  this,  I  mean  not  to  dero¬ 
gate  from  the  praifes  of  any  perfon,  who  may 
introduce  good  remedies  into  practice,  upon 
folid  foundations.  On  the  contrary,  he  is 
to  be  highly  commended,  for  not  venturing 
to  make  innovations  in  an  art,  on  which  the 
lives  of  his  fellow-creatures  depend,  with¬ 
out  being  fupported  therein,  in  a  good  mea,- 
fure  by  right  reafon,  and  juft  analogy.  He 
would  even  be  blame-worthy,  if  he  adled 
other  wife  ;  'even  though  his  endeavours  were 
attended  with  fuccefs. 


I  there*' 
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I  therefore  hefitate  not  to  congratulate  the 
celebrated  Dr.  JameSj  whether  he  be  the 
inventor  of  the  Fever  Powder,  or  had  it 
from  another  hand,  for  that  the  public  hath 
nothing  to  do  with  3  and  applaud  his  pene¬ 
trating  judgment  and  fuccefsful  diligence,  in 
obferving  and  afcertaining  the  eifeils  of  his 
valuable  remedy,  and  defcribing  and  publifh- 
ing  the  manner  of  its  exhibition,  with  pro¬ 
per  cautions,  and  other  circumftances,  as  he 
hath  done  in  his  book* 

Nor  have  I  the  lead:  Inclination  to  difcover 
the  fecret  itfelf  3  or  teach  the  way  of  pre¬ 
paring  it.  I  invade  no  man’s  property.  It 
is  fufficient  at  prefent,  that  we  can  come 
at  the  remedy,  genuine,  at  a  moderate 
price,  in  any  quantity,  that  may  be  wanted. 
Let  me  only  lay  it  down  as  certain,  that 
the  Fever  Powder  is  a  compofition  of  mer¬ 
cury  and  antimony  united  3  which,  were  it 
neceflary,  might  be  proved  with  no  great 
difficulty. 

My  intent  in  the  prefent  difcourfe  is  to  de¬ 
liver  fome  things  concerning  this  remedy, 
which  confift  with  my  own  knowledge  3  and 
chiefly,  to  diftinguilh  thofe  Ipecies  of  dif- 

eafes, 
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eafes,  and  their  particular  flages  and  fymp- 
toms,  in  which  it  may  be  beneficial  or  hurt¬ 
ful,  as  far  as  my  own  obfervations  have  gone; 
or  analogical  reafoning  can  help  me  out.  To 
attempt  fomething  of  this  kind  feems  at  pre- 
fent  in  a  great  meafure  neceffary  >  there  be¬ 
ing  fo  very  different  and  jarring  opinions  en¬ 
tertained  of  its  effeifts  and  tendency  ;  fome 
holding  it  ,a  dangerous  medicine,  fcarce  to 
be  ventured  upon  in  any  cafe ;  while  others 
cry  it  up  as  a  fovereign,  and  fafe  remedy  in 
a  great  variety  of  difeafes  5  and  even  extend 
its  ufe  to  many  more  purpofes,  than  the  au¬ 
thor  himfelf  hath  done.  Befides,  not  a  few 
can  fcarce  help  thinking,  fomething  in  his 
book  may  be  exaggerated  in  favour  of  his 
own  invention,  and  to  promote  his  own  in- 
tereft;  though,  in  my  own  opinion,  if  that 
be  worth  regarding,  he  feems  upon  the 
whole,  to  have  treated  his  fubjedt  with  no 
fmall  difcretion,  and  modefty.  Upon  thefe 
accounts,  I  have  ventured  to  appear  in  print, 
in  order  to  point  out  a  middle  way  of  judg-* 
ing  concerning  this  important  matter ;  and, 
as  far  as  I  can  at  prefent,  to  take  care,  on 
the  one  hand,  that  a  powerful  and  valuable 
remedy^ be  not  flighted,- -and  laid  afide;  and 
on  the  other,  a  rafh  and  promifcuous  ufc 
thereof  may  not  pafs  unnoticed,  and  uncen- 

fured. 
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fared.  No  doubt  many  others,-  elpedally 
fuch  as  have  ufed  the  famous  powder  oftner 
than  I  have  done,-  are  much  better  qualified 
to  handle  this  fubjedt.  But  as  fuch  have  hi¬ 
therto  kept  filence,  I  fhall  open,  and  deli¬ 
ver  my  fentiments ;  and  that  chiefly  for  the 
benefit  of  thofe  pradlitionerSj  who  may  be 
as  little  acquainted  with  the  effedts  of  the 
Fever  Powder,  as  I  myfelf  was  fix  or  feven 
years  ago ;  though  I  had  then  pradlifed 
phyfic  almori  thirty  years.  And  though 
upon  account  of  the  fcantinefs  of  my  ma¬ 
terials,  my  prefent  endeavours  can  be  but 
defedlive,  others,  by  this  eflfay,  may  be  in¬ 
cited  to  pufli  theirs  further. 

As  we  take  it  for  granted,  that  the  Fe¬ 
ver  Powder  confifts  of  an  antimonial  and 
mercurial  preparation  united^  it  will  be  pro¬ 
per  to  premife  fome  things  concerning  the 
operation  of  thefe  two  powerful  minerals 
on  the  human  body,  both  fimple,  that  is, 
as  nature  hath  given  them,  and  as  prepared 
and  changed  by  chemiftry. 

Antimony,  called  by  the  ancients  Stibium, 
if  given  by  itfelf,  crude,  in  fine  flour,  to 
the  quantity  of  a  drachm  or  more  a-day, 

C  neither 
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neither  vomits,  nor  purges.  But,  if  rufcbed 
with  equal  parts  of  nitre,  it  becomes  emetic,’ 
and  cathartic  5  according  to  the  teftimony 
of  Hoffman,  a  moft  experienced  phyfician 
and  chymift.  The  fame  is  affirmed  by  Et- 
muller  It  kills  worms  in  the  alimentary 
paffagc.  It  attenuates  the  blood  and  juices 
opens  obftrudtions  and  glandular  infradtions,? 
efpecially  thofe  of  the  firumous  kind.  It 
carries  off  cutaneous  foulneffes,  and  is  com¬ 
mended  in  arthritic  pains.  If  would  there¬ 
fore  appear,  that  our  chyle,  and  the  juices 
of  the  flomach  and  inteftines,  by  their  fa- 
line  and  faponaceous  qualities,  diffolve  the 
crude  antimony,  after  it  is  reduced  to  fine 
powder,  in  fuch  a  manner,  that  it  is  received 
into  the  ladeals  ;  but  the  folution  is  fo  mild, 
that  it  exerts  no  ftimulating  power  in  the 
n^icz  prima  ;  and  only  manifefts  its  virtues, 
after  its  admiffion  into  the  channels  of  cir¬ 
culation,  then  attenuating  the  blood  and 
juices ;  which  it  feems  to  do  more  by  adfing 
upon  them  as  a  menftruum,  than  dividing 
them  mechannically  by  its  weight ;  being 
found  more  effedtual  in  diffipating  ftrumous 
tumors,  than  mercury  >  which,^  befides  the 

eafy 

•'  See  Rieger  de  rebus  natural.  &c.  in  the  article  Amimonium. 
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eafy  divifibillty  of  Its  particles,  Is  more  than 
three  times  heavier. 

Chymifts  have  demonftrated  by  a  variety 
of  exquifite  procefles,  that  antimony  confifts 
pf,  and  may  be  refolvecj  into,  two  very  diffe¬ 
rent  fubftances  j  to  wit,  regulus  and  fulphyr. 
The  fornier  refembles  a  metal  in  every  pro¬ 
perty,  except  malleability ;  which  cannot  be 
given  it  by  any  art  yet  known.  It  feems  to 
approach  the  nature  of  white  arfenic ;  as  Stahl, 
a  very  great  chymift,  obferves  •,  for  taken  in¬ 
wardly,  in  the  quantity  of  a  yery  few  grains, 
(two  or  three)  it  creates  exceffive  vomiting, 
and  purging ;  and  likewife  operates  by  fweat, 
and  urine  j  and  in  an  encreafed  dofe,  brings 
pn  faintings  and  death,  fts  other  conftituent 
part,  to  wit,  fulphur,  is  held  by  the  beft 
chymifts  to  be  the  fame  with  comrnon  brim- 
ftone.  But  as  thefe  two  parts  are  clofely 
united  in  native  antimony,  after  their  fepa- 
ration  there  always  adheres  fomewhat  of  the 
reguline  virulence  to  its  fulphur  whence  its 
effefts,  when  given  inwardly,  are  more  or 
lefs,  rough  and  churlifh.  An4  upon  this 
account  glafs  of  antimony,  and  that  white 
powder  gained  by  precipitation  from  recfli- 
hed  butter  of  antimony,  called  mercurius 

C  2  vita?, 
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vitae,  (but  improperly,  for  it  contains  no¬ 
thing  mercurial)  are  the  moll  untradable  of 
all  preparations  purely  antimonial  But  con¬ 
cerning  thefe  things  confult  the  proceffes  in 
Boerhaave’s  chymiftry  ;  and  Rieger’s  excel¬ 
lent  work  on  natural  and  artificial  fubftances, 
in  the  articles  antimony  and  chermes  mineral. 
Dr.  Huxam’s  DilTertation  on  Antimony  is 
likewife  highly  worth  perufal.  So  that  na¬ 
tive  or  crude  antimony  hath  a  power  to  at¬ 
tenuate  vifcid  lentor  in  the  blood  and  juices, 
mildly  and  gradually  5  and  confequently  to 
open  obllrudions  in  the  vifcera  gently  and 
fafely.  But  its  acrid  preparations  exert  a  moll 
violently  ftimulating  force  in  the  alimentary 
palTage,  in  fuch  a  degree  as,  if  not  ufed  with 
great  caution,  to  prove  poijfonous  and  fatal. 
The  ftimulating  power  highly  encreafes 
the  attenuating  of  antimony ;  and  excites,  as 
hath  been  faid,  vomiting  and  diarrhaea,  ope¬ 
rating  likewife  by  fweat  and  urine ;  and  ftir- 
ring  up  every  moveable  humor.  Thus  much 
of  antimony  5  let  us  pafs  to  mercury. 


Mercury  or  quickfilver,  when  crude,  (but 
purified)  if  either  iwallowed  down,  or  ap¬ 
plied  outwardly  to  the  Ikin,  diflblved  in  an 
ointment,  makes  its  way  into  the  blood  ; 

whereby 
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whereby  Its  weight,  which  exceeds  that  of 
every  known  fubftance,  gold  excepted,  and 
the  extreme  divifibility  of  its  particles,  moft 
powerfully  dilTolves,  and,  as  it  were,  melts 
down  the  blood  and  juices ;  and,  if  ufed  in 
fufheient  quantity,  and  long  enough,  raifes 
falivation.  In  the  alimentary  paffage  it  kills 
worms.  It  feems  to  be  void  of  all  acrimo¬ 
ny  ;  unlefs  (harp  corrolive  falts  are  joined 
to,  and  united  with  it.  But  if  this  crude 
mercury  di/Tolved  in  aqua  fortis,  fpirit  of 
nitre,  or  oil  of  vitriol ;  and  the  aqueous  part 
of  themenftruum  is  evaporated,  the  remain¬ 
ing  dry  calx  becomes  highly  corrofive  and 
poifonous ;  the  acid  (picula,  which  are  very 
fixed,  being  left  intimately  united  with  the 
mercurial  globules.  This  fame  calx,  if  fu- 
blime.d^  by  the  means  of  fea-falt  added  to 
it,  likewife  becomes  highly  acrimonious, 
and  is  call^ed  corrofive  fublimate  ;  and  even 
in  fmall  dofes  is  a  deadly  poifon  ;  as  is  too 
well  known.  But  if  mercury  dilTolved  in 
aqua  fortis  is  precipitated  by  throwing  fea- 
falt  into  folution ;  and  the  powder  that  fub- 
fides  to  the  bottom  is  fufficiently  fweetened 
by  frequent  ablutions  with  warm  water ;  a 

mild  preparation  is  obtained,  called  white 
« 

precipitate ; 
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precipitate  5  which  is  divefted  of  the  far 
greateft  part  of  the  corrofive  falts  of  the 
menftruum.  This  Boerhaave  feems  to  pre? 
fer  to  every  other  preparation  of  mercury 
for  inward  ufe.  Sec  his  Chymifty  Procefs 
CXCVIth. 

j  i 

Sweet  tpercury,  or  calomel,  js  the  cott 
rofivefubliniate  above-mentioned,  feventime^ 
fublimed  ;  but  with  a  conliderable  addi¬ 
tion  of  crude  mercury,  after  the  firft  fubli- 
mation.  By  this  operation  fo  often  repeated, 

the  acids  of  the  menftruum  are  fo  much 

'  •  > 

diflipated,  or  fo  much  brpken,  as  to  leave  it 
mild  and  free  from  acrimony. 

Now  if  either  white  precipitate,  or  calo? 
mel,  or  any  other  preparation,  fufficiently 
fafe  and  effedual,  be  thoroughly  united  to  a 
proper  antimonial  medicine,  in  a  due  pro¬ 
portion,  the  compolition  will  poffefs  the 
combined  virtues  of  rnercury  and  antimor 
ny ;  which  are  by  no  means  incompatible 
with  one  another,  but  agree  in  a  friendly 
manner  5  and  even  are  refpedively  encreafed 
by  their  union.  They  both  have  a  diflblv- 
ing  and  attenuating  power.  But  the  anti-: 
monial  productions  have  more  of  the  fte^ 

mulus^ 
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mulus^  the  mercurial  (I  fpcak  of  the  milder 
and  fafer  forts)  more  ponderofity,  together 
with  great  divifibility  of  particles.  And 
therefore,  when  joined  together,  and  elofely 
united,  they  will,  it  is  highly  probable,  pro¬ 
duce  greater  effefts  in  the  animal  body,  by 
dividing,  and  fubduing  lentor,  and  fitting  it 

for  expulfion,  than  either  of  them  could 
have  done  fcparately. 

Since  then  the  Fever  Powder  is,  according 
to  our  fuppofition,  compounded  of  mercury 
and  antimony,  prepared  in  a  certain  manner, 
and  elofely  united  together,  it  appears  from 
what  hath  been  faid,  that  its  virtues  in  fe¬ 
vers  have  a  tendency  to  divide  and  attenuate 
febule  lentor,  and  expel  it  out  of  the 
body ;  and  fo  bring  on  a  kind  of  artificial 
crifis,  quicker  than  the  natural  j  favourable, 
and  falutary  to  the  patient.  And,  to  prove 
it  aftually  does  fo,  its  celebrated  author  ad¬ 
duces  numerous  inftances. 

But  as  there  is  an  endlefs  variety  of  fe¬ 
vers  ;  as  their  fymptoms  are  manifold,  and 
the  different  ftages  of  the  fame  fever  re¬ 
quire,  in  fome  meafure,  different  treatment, 

it 
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it  is  evident  that  no  one  medicine,  however 
differently  managed,  can  be  proper  in  every 
kind  of  fever;  in  every  ftage ;  and  prefer¬ 
ably  to  every  other  remedy  :  and  therefore, 
that  a^wariety  of  rules  and  admonitions  is 
requifite  to  diredt  the  pradtitloner  in  the  way 
of  ufing  it* 

>  ^  '  T  #  -  f  / 

The  ingenious  author  hath  Indeed  given 
many  fuch  ;  to  which,  as  I  write  chiefly  to 
thofe  of  the  profeffion,  give  me  leave  to  add 
fome  more ;  which  I  hope,  you  will,  candid 
reader,  join  with  me  in  thinking  not  un-' 
lifeful. 

,  '  ’  * 

Afid  firfl:,  let  me  lay  it  down  as  a  fnaxlni, 

that  rough  and  churlifh  medicines,  efpecially 
of  the  mineral  kind,  ought  riot  to  be  given  in 
order  to  conquer  difeafes,  which  we  know 
can  be  cured  by  much  milder  and  fafer  rrie- 
thods.  The  brilker  antimonial  preparations 
derive  their  efEcacy  from  the  reguline  part ; 
which,  as  we  have  already  obferved,  is  a-kin 
to  white  arfenic.  And  the  mildeft  mercurial 
medicines  cannot  but  adt  pretty  violently 
both  upon  our  folidsand  fluids ;  as  mercury 
is  fourteen  times  heavier  than  our  blood, 
while  ac  the  fame  time,  its  particles  are  fo 

eafily 
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eafily  divifible.  And  the  united  powers  of 
the  two,  as  hath  been  fhown,  are  greater, 
than  when  they  are  feparated. 

From  this  pofition  the  following  corollary 
may  be  fairly  drawn,  to  wit,  that  the  cele¬ 
brated  Fever  Powder  fhould  not  be  given  in 
acute  diftempers,  unlefs  there  is  fome  re¬ 
markable  appearance  of  danger ;  and  not 
till  after  fome  other  remedies  appropriated  to 
'the  cafe  in  hand,  fuch  as  have  the  fandlion 
of  long  experience,  have  had  a  tollerable 
fair  trial. 

If  this  rule  is  not  followed,  as  fevers  of 
fome  kind  or  other  are  fo  very  frequent  in  all 
ages  and  conditions ;  much  hurt  muft  be 
done  to  mankind  upon  the  whole,  however 
now  and  then  individuals  may  be  benefitted. 
For  the  Fever  Powder  will  often  be  given 
in  flight  cafes  j  and  fometimes  in  large  quan¬ 
tities  ;  and  two  minerals  unfriendly  to  animal 
nature  will  be  thrown  into  our  bodies  in  dif- 
eafes,  where  the  conftitution,  with  proper 
diet,  or  perhaps  the  affiftance  of  a  very  few 
fafe,  and  gentle  means,  might  have  done 
the  whole  bufinefs.  And  though  thefe 

D  rough 
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tough  medicines  fliould  work  the  cure,  yet, 
by  violently  changing  the  juices,  and  fhock- 
ing  the  folids,  they  may,  without  doubt, 
hurt  the  conftitution  ;  as  fliarp  lees,  though 
they  fcour  and  cleanfe  linen  completely  well, 
yet  by  their  fearching  and  half  corrofive 
nature,  weaken  and  tender  it,  and  wear  it 
out,  much  fooner  than  foap,  or  faponaceous 
fubftances  would  do.  Violent  remedies  are 
then  to  be  avoided  in  flight  difeafes ;  nor 
fhould  the  axe  be  employed,  where  the  pen¬ 
knife  might  do  the  needful. 

But  another  reafon,  and  that,  in  my  opinion 
not  a  flight  one,  might  be  afligned  why  the 
Powder  fhould  not  be  given  in  fevers  with¬ 
out  fome  remarkable  appearance  of  danger ; 
which  is,  that  fevers  are  often  produced  by 
feeds  lurking  in  the  body,  for  fome  confider- 
able  time  before ;  and  at  length  burfling 
forth.  In  fuch  cafes,  the  fever  is  nature’s 
chief,  and  befl:  inftrument,  by  which  the 
morbid  juices  are  concocted,  and  changed 
into  a  healthy  ftate  ;  either  without  fenfible 
evacuation,  or,  which  often  happens,  by 
means  of  critical  fweats,  flux  of  urine,  vo¬ 
mitings,  diarrhea,  &c.  But,  in  order  to  bring 
about  fuch  a  falutary  change,  fome  certain 

duration 
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duration  of  the  fever  is  requifite,  longer  or 
fhorter,  according  to  the  greater  or  leffer 
obftinacy  of  the  morbific  matter.  Nor 
ought  nature  to  be  either  retarded,  or  hur¬ 
ried  and  fpurred  on  in  her  work,  without  a 
good  reafon.  But,  if  danger  flievvs  not  it- 
felf,  there  can  be  no  good  reafon  for  giving 
a  medicine  compofed  of  two  powerful  mine¬ 
rals,  unfriendly  to  animal  nature,  with  an 

intention  to  force  a  crifis  in  a  few  hours, 

% 

v/hich  there  are  good  grounds  to  hope,  will 
come  of  its  own  accord  ;  or  by  the  ufe  of 
fafer  or  milder  meanS;»  in  due  time. 

We  fee  many  perfons,  after  long  and  fmart 
fevers,  recover  a  better  ftate  of  health,  than 
they  had  enjoyed  for  feveral  years  before. 
But  is  that  falutary  effedl  to  be  equally  ex¬ 
pected,  if  the  fever  is  cut  fliort  by  an  arti¬ 
ficial  crifis  ?  I  own  that  long  and  malignant 
fevers  often  leave  difmal  complaints  behind 
them  3  which  probably  might  have  been  pre¬ 
vented,  had  the  fever  been  fliortened  by  art. 
But  the  middle  way  is  the  fafeft..  Fevers  are 
neither  to  be  ftifled  fooner  than  enough ; 
nor  fuftered  to  runout  into  too  great  lengths, 
^f  it  is  in  our  power  to  flop  them. 

D  2  .  E{\ 
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Eft  modus  in  rebus,  funt  certi  dehiqud 
fines, 

\ 

Quos  ultra  citruque  nequit  confiftere 
reitum. 

I 

Thefe  arguments  are  fd  much  the  ftronger, 
the  more  certainly  the  powder  is  faid  to  ac¬ 
celerate  a  falutary  crifis.  The  author  nar¬ 
rates  many  hiftories  of  cafes,  in  which  his 
medicine  fnatched  patients  from  the  very 
jaws  of  death.  May  not  then  its  exhibition 
be  put  off ;  or  rather  ought  it  not,  accord¬ 
ing  to  the  rules  of  common  prudence,  to  be 
put  off,  until  the  difeafe  refifts  milder  and 
fafer  means  3  and  danger  begins  to  ftioW  it- 
felf? 

Moreover,  fuch  often  is  the  operation  of 
the  Powder ;  and  fuch  is  the  manner  of  giv¬ 
ing  it,  as  directed  by  the  author,  that,  while 
it  is  ufing,  there  is  fcarce  any  room  left  for 
other  remedies ;  except  thofe  two,  which 
he  advifes  to  be  adminiftred  along  with  it  3 
to  wit,  an  opening  clyfter  once  a-day,  when 
the  body  is  coftive  3  and  acrid  cataplafms  to 
be  applied  to  the  feet,  in  cafe  the  head  be 
violently  affedted.  He  diredls  firft  half  a 
paper  to  be  given  :  and  if  that  brings  on  no 

change. 
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change,  in  the  fpace  of  two  hours,  then  ano¬ 
ther  half  paper.  If  in  eight  hours  time, 
reckoning  from  the  exhibition  of  the  firft 
dofe,  ftill  no  change  appears,  a  whole  paper 
is  ordered  to  be  continued  every  eight  hours, 
until  either  fome  fenfible  evacuation  is  effect¬ 
ed  5  as  vomiting,  (tools,  or  fweating ;  or 
until  the  fever  and  its  fymptoms  vanifh,  or 
are  much  abated,  without  any  evacuation ; 
which,  he  fays,  often  happens.  You  fee 
that,  while  this  courfe  is  going  on,  there  is 
little  or  no  room  left  for  interpofing  any 
effectual  remedies  ;  except  thefe  already 
mentioned.  Can  the  prudent  phyfician,  who 
values  the  fafety  of  his  patient,  and  his  own 
reputation,  venture  to  let  blood  freely  ;  give 
emetics,  cathartics,  and  fudorifics  ;  or  ufe  any 
other  powerful  means,  while  there  are  two 
or  three  papers  of  the  Powders  in  the  pati¬ 
ent’s  bowels,  or  perhaps  many  more  ;  If  he 
fnould  run  that  rifle,  and  the  lick  perfon  die, 
would  not  his  friends  and  the  by-flanders  fay, 
and  perhaps  with  good  reafon,  that  the 
phyfician  killed  him,  by  thwarting  and 
difturbing  the  operation  of  the  famous 
Powder  ? 

From  all  which,  it  plainly  follows,  that 
the  Powder  ought  not  to  be  given  in  fevers, 

till 
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till  danger  appears ;  after  other  remedies, 
which  long  experience  hath  Ihown  to  be  fa- 
lutary  in  limilar  cafes,  have  been  tried.  If  it 
is  given  fooner,  and  followed  out,  according 
to  the  author’s  directions,  it  muft  in  a  manner 
be  folely  confided  in  for  the  cure,  and  almoft 
every  other  remedy,  found  by  daily  experi¬ 
ence,  beneficial  in  acute  difeafes,  when  fkil- 
fully  adminifired,  muft  be  flighted  ;  asfaline 
juleps,  fpirit  of  mindererus,  nitre,  camphire, 
faffron,  caftor,  cinnabar  of  antimony,  cher- 
mes  mineral,  peruvian  bark,  &c.  But  this, 
if  I  have  any  judgment,  would  be  laying  too 
great  a  ftrefs  upon  any  one  remedy  whatfo-. 
ever ;  and  paying  too  little  deference  to  the 
fkill,  experience,  and  integrity  of  a  cloud  of 
illuftrious  phyficians.  If  the  patient  fo  treat¬ 
ed  fliould  die,  I  doubt  the  unhappy  doCtor 
would  be  hard  fet  to  defend  himfelf  againft 
fuch  expoflulations  as  thefe  :  Do  we  not 

fee  numberlefs  perfons  get  over  fevers  of 
the  worfl:  kind  daily,  without  taking  Dr. 
James’s  Powder ;  through  the  manifeft 
good  effects  of  other  medicines  in  com-r 
mon  practice,  many  of  whom,  were  in 
‘‘  appearance,  as  ill,  or  worfe,  before  they 
had  any  affiflance  at  all,  than  your  unfor- 
tunate  patient  was,  when  he  begun  to 

“  take 
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take  the  Fever  Powder  ?  He  took  many 
papers  of  it,  according  to  your,  and  the 
inventor’s  diredlion  ;  but  all  in  vain  ;  and 
‘‘  there  was  fcarce  any  other  remedy  of 
moment  ufed.  How  could  you  be  certain 
he  might  not  have  recovered,  if  he  had 
“  been  treated  in  the  common  regular  way  ? 

Why  then  did  you  enter  upon,  and  per- 
lift  in  a  method,  which  fcarce  allows 
any  other  remedies  to  be  interpofed  ;  and 
by  fo  doing,  deprived  him  of  the  benefit 
of  many  powerful  means,  the  falutary 
effeds  of  which,  in  analogous  cafes,  have 
been  confirmed  by  the  experience  and 
teftimony  of  ages?”  I  fay,  if  fuch  an  ac- 
cufation  was  urged,  lam  at  a  lofs  to  ap¬ 
prehend  what  fenfible  reply  the  poor  culprit 
could  make  in  his  own  defence  3  fuppofing 
he  had  begun  to  give  the  Fever  Powder,  and 

perfifted  in  the  ufe  of  it,  before  remarkable 
danger  appeared. 

Having  then  eftablifi^ed  it  as  a  general 
rule,  that'  the  Powder  ought  not  to  be  given 
in  Fevers  (at  leaft  fo  as  not  to  depend  upon 
it  principally  for  the  cure)  till  remarkable 
danger  appears,  we  proceed  to  give  fome 
more  particular  admonitions  concerning  its 
ufe  in  acute  difeafcs  3  and  fiiall  touch  upon 

its 
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its  cffeds  in  chronical  complabts  laft  of 
all. 


Fevers  or  febrile  diftempers  may  be  com- 
inodioufly  divided  into  three  great  claffes ;  to 
wit,  intermittents,  commonly  fo  called,  the 
continual,  and  hedtic  fevers. 

With  refpedl  to  intermittents,  the  author 
candidly  owns,  that  the  Powder  is  not  fo' 
cfFedtual  in  them,  as  in  the  confirmed  kind. 
.As  therefore  we  are  already  polTeffed  of  fo 
fovereign  a  remedy  againft  them,  to  wit,  the 
Peruvian  -bark,  and  as  able  phyficians  have 
found  out,  and  taught  the  various  ways  of 
ufing  it  to  the  befl:  advantage,  it  will  be 
very  feldom  neceflary  to  call  in  the  Fever 
Powder  to  its  affiftance.  But,  that  I  may 
conceal  nothing,  I  apprehend  it  may  proba¬ 
bly  be  ufeful  in  particular  cafes,  when  the 
intermitting  is  upon  the  point  of  being 
changed  into  a  continual.  For  that  ftate  is 
always  in  fome  degree  dangerous.  But  it 
requires  no  fmall  prudence  to  manage  pro¬ 
perly  fo  rough  a  remedy  in  fo  ticklifh  a 
jundtiirc.  As  I  have  made  no  particular  ob- 
fervations  of  this  kind,  I  (hall  fay  no  more 
on  the  head. 


The 
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The  author  is  filent  concerning  its  efFe&s, 
or  ufe  in  heftic  fevers  ;  for  which  he  merits 
praife. ,  For  in  this  kind,  the  blood  and  jui¬ 
ces  derived  from  it,  are  too  thin,  and  too 
much  diliblved,  being  not  enough  adted  up¬ 
on  by  the  energy  of  life  in  the  vifcera,  vvbich 
is  here  impaired  ;  or  haunted  by  a  tabid  or 
purulent  difpofition  5  and  therefore  medicines^ 
compofed  of  antimony  and  mercury,  are  to 
be  here  dreaded  and  avoided  like  poifons. 
For  their  effedts  tend  to  diilolve  and  thin  the 
humors  ilill  more,  which  are  already  tod 
thin,  and  too  much  diflblved  ;  and  weaken 
farther  the  folids,  which  are  already  too 
weak  ;  and  to  excufe  colloquative  fweats  and 

diarrhaea,  which  the  difeafe  itfelf  is  too  apt 
to  bring  on. 

There  remains  then  only  the  clafs  of  con¬ 
tinued  fevers,  in  which  the  Fever  Powder 
can  be  remarkably  ufeful ;  which,  that  our 
dodlnne  may  be  the  more  diftindl,  we  dial! 
fubdivide  into  different  ranks. 


The  firft  comprehends  thofe,  in  which, 
at  the  approach  of  the  fever,  the  body  and 
its  juices  were  pure  3  the  fault  lying  princi¬ 
pally  m  their  too  great  motion  3  and  its  im- 

h'  mediate 
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mediate  effeds.  Such  fevers  arife  from  er¬ 
rors  in  the  non-naturals*  Ephemera  is  the 
flighteft  fpecies  of  them ;  and  the  ardent  fe^ 
ver  may  be  reckoned  the  moft  violent. 

t 

The  fecond  is  that,  in  which  there  is  a 
local  circumfcribed  inflammation.  Moft  of 
the  fpeeies  receive  their  appellation  from  the 
inflammed  part,  as  pleuritis,  phrenifis,  pe¬ 
ripneumonia,  hepatitis,  6rc.  In  thefe  the 
blood  is  fo  hot,  and  tenfe,  firft  obftruding, 
and  in  its  progrefs  deftroying  the  fmall  veflTels 
of  the  afteded  part. 

The  third  clafs  may  be  called  eruptive, 
containing  thofe  feverilh  diforders,  in  which 
fpots  appear  ;  as  the  fmall-pox,  meafles,  the 
miliary,  eryfipelatous,  fcarlet  fevers,  &c. 

The  fourth  comprehends  thofe  which  are 
truly  putrid  ;  the  blood  and  juices  being 
ftarp,  diflblved,  and  gangrenous.  In  fuch 
fevers,  hemorrages  of  various  kinds  j  and 
mortifications  appear.  To  this  clafs  the  goal, 
and  hofpital  fever  may  be  reduced. 

I 

The  fifth  contains  the  flow  or  nervous 
kind :  in  which  the  blood  is  neither  denfe 

and  inflammatory  ;  nor  fharp  and  putrid ;  the 

thinnefl: 
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thlnneft  animal  fluids,  and  particularly  the 
nervous  juice,  feem  here  to  be  principally 
affedted. 

The  fixth  clafs  Is  that  of  pituitous  or  ca¬ 
tarrhal  fevers  ^  in  which  there  abounds  a  vi- 
fcid  ropy  lentor,  flopping  the  fmall  pulmonary 
veflels.  Peripneumonia  nothais  the  general 
name  for  fuch  fevers.  They  are  commonly 
brought  on  by  ca^tching  of  cold. 

Under  the  feventh  and  laft  clafs  may  be 
ranged  all  the  epidemical  anomalous  fevers 
from  the  flightefl  to  the  niofl  malignant  and 
peftilential  kinds,  not  properly  reducible  un¬ 
der  the  foregoing  heads  5  which  being  infi¬ 
nitely  various,  and  fo  often  putting  on  new 
appearances,  cannot  be  enumerated,  much 
lefs  divided  into  diflindl  fpecies. 

As  fuch  difeafes  are  either  already  pafl, 
or  have  not  yet  made  their  appearance, 
for  I  know  of  no  uncommon  epidemic 
fever  ftirring  in  this  neighbourhood,  now 
while  I  arn  writing ;  I  can  have  but  little  to 
fay  concerning  the  ufe  of  the  Fever  Powder 
in  this  lafl  clafs.  Let  me  only  obferve  in 
general,  that  if  there  fhould  appear  hereafter 
a  new  dangerous  fever,  refifling  the  common 
methods  of  cure,  that  bid  faireft  for  carrying 

E  2  it 
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it  off,  I  fhould  not  hefitate  to  have  recourfe 
tathe  Fever  Powder  ^  but  with  this  referve, 
that  the  fymptoms  of  the  new  difeafe  did 
not  contraindicate  the  principal  and  leading 
virtues  of  mercury  and  antimony.  This  will 
be  better  underflood  by  what  lhall  be  faid 
anon.  Proceed  we  then  to  confider  the  other 
clafles, 

) 

But  let  us  firft  recommend  one  general 
rule,  to  wit,  that  the  Fever  Powder  is  not 
to  be  given  where  it  appears,  that  the  mafs  of 
blood  and  juices  is  too  thin,  and  too  much 
diiTolved.  For  as  it  is  compounded  of  an¬ 
timony  and  mercury,  it  will  thin  and  diffolve 
them  further.  And  whatever  advantage 
may  be  expeded  from  its  febrifuge  virtue, 
will,  it  is  juftly  to  be  feared,  be  out-weighed 
by  the  harm  it  may  do  in  this  refpeft. 

By  this  rule  the  ufe  of  the  powder  is  ex¬ 
cluded  from  the  whole  fourth  clafs  of  febrile 
diftempers  ;  in  v/hich  a  putrid  gangrenous 
difpofition  prevails  ;  where  hemorrages  and 
mortifications  demonflrate  the  broken  ftate 
of  the  red  globules.  Dr.  Huxam  hath  treat¬ 
ed  excellently  of  fuch  fevers,  as  he  hath 
dpne  of  moft  others  ;  and  fhown  that  acids, 
and  aflringent,  with  a  mixture  of  antifeptic 

aromatics, 
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aromatics,  as  elixir  of  vitriol,  rough  red 
wines,  peruvian  bark,  &c.  are  principally  to 
be  depended  upon  for  their  cure.  Who  then 
but  the  ignorant  or  mad,  would  venture  to 
give  antimonial  and  mercurial  medicines  in 
fuch  a  ftate  of  blood  and  humors  ?  They 
have  a  power  of  changing  even  found  juices 
into  a  putrid  liquamen  :  much  more  eafily 
will  they  render  them  worfe,  if  already  taint-? 
ed  that  way. 

By  the  fame  rule  it  muft  be  refrained  from 
in  the  black  kind  of  fmall-pox,  as  Sydenham 
calls  it  3  where  the  blood  is  in  a  putrid  gan¬ 
grenous  ftate. 

From  which  it  follows,  that  its  ufe  is  not 
advifeable  in  order  to  remove  any  fymptom, 
either  of  acute  or  chpnic  diftempers,  which 
is  caufed  by  a  general  over-thin  and  diffolyed 
ftate  of  humors  ^  as  for  example;  in  an  ob- 
ftinate  colliquative  diarrhaea.  If  any  antimo¬ 
nial  preparation  were  proper  in  fuch  cafes, 
it  would  be  the  vitrum  ceratum  ;  as  it  wants 
the  mercurial  addition  ;  and  at  the  fame  time 
is  guarded  with  wax,  which  wonderfully  cor- 
reds  the  poifonous  nature  of  the  glafs  of  an¬ 
timony  ;  and  renders  it  tollerable  to  the 
bowels.  But  even  that  I  fh'ould  not  choofc 
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to  diredt  In  a  colliquative  flux ;  if  I  could 
poffibly  do  without. 

Let  us  then  take  a  fhort  view  of  the  re-- 
maining  claflfes  of  the  febrile  difeafes,  in  which 
the  Fever  Powder  may  be  fuppofed  ufefuh 

In  the  firft  clafs,  which  con  fills  of  fuch  as 
attack  clean  conftitutions,  with  found  juices; 
where  the  principal  fault  lies  in  their  too  great 
motion,  and  its  immediate  effeds.  In  this, 
clafs,  I  fay,  there  fee  ms  to  be  much  lefs 
need  of  the  Fever  Powder,  than  in  feveral 
other  kinds ;  becaufe  the  remedies  already 
commonly  known,  if  feafonably  and  Ikilfully 
adminiftred,  will  almoft  always  fufficiently 
anfwer.  And  as  fuch  fevers  are  probably  thq 
mofl  frequent  of  any,  it  would  for  reafons 
already  given,  be  detrimental  to  mankind, 
if  it  fliould  become  quite  fafliionable  to  give 
antimonial  and  mercurial  medicines  in  them, 
without  a  fufficient  reafon  ;  that  is  before  dan- 
'  ger  appears.  Blood-letting,  reft,  warmth, 
dilution,  faline  juleps,  opening  the  body  if 
coftive,  and  other  eafy  and  fafc  remedies, 
known  to  every  praditioner,  with  proper 
diet,  ought  to  be  fairly  tried,  before  recourfe 
is  had  to  fuch  rough  means.  But  if  either 
through  negled  of  proper  methods  in  the 

beginning, 
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beginning,  or  their  not  proving  fuccefsful, 
danger  fliows  itfelf,  I  fhould  not  be  agaihft 
giving  the  Fever  Powder,  according  to  the 
author's  diredlions. 

With  refped:  to  the  fecond  clafs,  to  wit, 
fevers  attended  with  local  inflammation,  it  is 
well  known  that  free  repeated  blood-letting, 
with  a  low,  thin,  dilating  diet,  and  fafe  at¬ 
tenuating  medicines,  external  and  internal, 
are  the  principal  remedies.  But  if  thefe, 
notwithftanding  the  inflammation,  continues 
obftinate,  I  doubt  not,  but  the  Fever  Pow¬ 
der  may  be  given  with  advantage  between 
hands,  in  fmall  dofes.  However,  I  incline 
to  believe,  that  chermes  mineral  is  here  pre¬ 
ferable  to  the  Fever  Powder ;  becaufe  it  con¬ 
tains  no  mercury.  It  was  a  celebrated  me¬ 
dicine  in  inflammatory  cafes,  before  the 
fecret  was  purchafed  at  the  royal  expence, 
and  made  public,  long  before  the  Fever 
Powder  was  known  5  and  I  fliould  with  lefs 
hefitation  advife  a  proper  antimonial  prepa¬ 
ration,  than  any  mercurial  one,  where  the 
pulfe  is  full  and  hard  5  and  the  lentor  of  the 
blood  tough  ;  refilling  the  knife  like  leather. 
The  great  weight  of  mercury  may  here 
fometimes  prove  hurtful  ;  by  railing  the 
pulfe  before  the  vifcidity  is  diminiflied. 


In 
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In  the  third  clafs,  to  wit,  that  of  eruptive 
fevers,  I  fliall  only  touch  upon  the  fmall- 
pox }  having  nothiHg  at  prefent  to  commu¬ 
nicate,  worth  the  reader’s  while,  concerning 
the  other  fpecies.  And  firfl,  at  the  beginning 
of  the  eruption,  if  the  fever  and  its  fymp- 
toms  are  violent,  and  thepuftules  threaten  to 
be  of  a  very  bad  kind ;  after  once  bleeding, 
I  fhould  venture  to  recommend  either  Boer- 
haave’s  prefcriptions  already  mentioned,  or 
the  Fever  Powder,  with  a  view  to  aflwage 
the  inflammatory  difpofition  of  the  blood  ~ 
and  change  the  puftules  into  a  milder  kind. 
But  great  delicacy  and  caution  is  required 
here. 

But  if  the  Powder  promife  fignal  benefit 
in  any  ftage,  or  any  junfture  of  the  fmall- 
pox,  it  is,  in  our  opinion,  on  the  i  ith  day  of 
the  difeaie,  according  to  Sydenham’s  compu¬ 
tation,  in  the  confluent  kind  ;  when  the  fali- 
va,  that  till  then  flowed  copioufly,  now  be¬ 
comes  thick  and  vifcid,  threatening  fatal  con- 
fequences  from  its  fuppreflion.  “  Whence 
“  matters  come  to  fuch  a  pafs,  (thefe  are 
“  his  own  words)  that  the  afflifted  patient 
“  is  in  danger  of  being  fuffocated  every  mo- 

“  ment;  lies  overwhelmed  with  ftupor,  and 

“  pinched 
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pinched  breathing  on  all  fides.”  In  foch 
cafes,  that  great  and  worthy  phyfician  fornc- 
times  gave  an  emetic  with  fuccefs  ;  and  that 
in  a  larger  dofe  than  common ;  becaufe,  fays 
he,  A  leffer  one  will  not  operate  upon  the 
account  of  the  extraordinary  ftupor  3  and 
at  the  fame  time,  by  dirring  humors, 
“  which  it  cannot  efFedtually  bring  up,  may 
‘‘  throw  the  patient  into  great  danger  of  his 
life.’'  The  vomit  he  ufed  was  tincture 
of  crocus  metallorum,  to  the  quantity  of  an 
ounce  and  a  half.  B^ut  hear,  candid  reader, 
what  he  fays  further  on  the  fame  fubjed:. 
We  cannot  altogether  depend  even  upon 
this  remedy  ^  and,  v/hich  is  truly  lament- 
able,  we  want  a  more  certain  one,  to  con- 
‘‘  quer  this  moft  direful  fymptom,  which 
alone,  by  its  fatal  agency,  deftroys  almoft 
every  one,  that  dies  of  the  confluent  fmall- 
pox  on  the  nth  day.”  This  defed  in 
our  Inftrumenta  Medendi,  of  which,  if  I 
am  not  mightily  miftaken,  will  be  better 
fupplied  by  the  Fever  Powder,  than  by  any 
other  remedy  we  are  acquainted  wdth,  if 
given  in  due  time,  and  in  fufficient  quantity* 
For  it  is,  as  I  have  feen  in  feveral  in  dances, 
the  moft  effedual  of  all  medicines  to  atte¬ 
nuate  vifcid  phlegm,  ftufling  the  throat  and 
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lungs  ;  and  render  it  fit  to  be  expedorated. 
Bat  of  this  its  peculiar  virtue  we  fhall  fay 
more  by  and  by,  when  we  come  to  confider 
catarrhal  fevers. 

In  the  abovementioned  ftate,  which  is  fo 
extremely  ticklifli  and  dangerous,  I  would 
diredl  half  a  paper  of  the  Powder  to  "  be 
given  every  two  hours  (to  a  grown  perfon) 
and  if,  in  four  hours  fpace,  no  change  for 
the  better  appears,  a  whole  paper  at  the  fame 
diftances  of  time,  till  fome  relief  is  procured. 
There  is  no  time  to  be  loft  here.  For,  if  the 
patient  is  not  fomewhat  better  that  very  day ; 
or,  at  leaft,  if  his  uneafinefs  ceafe  not  to  in- 
creafe,  all  is  over  with  him.  I  wonder  the 
very  acute  and  learned  author  did  not  more 
particularly  advert  to  this.  He  has  indeed, 
fomething  in  his  fhort  fediion  on  the  fmalh 
pox,  which  feems  to  bear  an  affinity  to  what 
hath  been  faid ;  but  not  full  and  diftind: 
enough  for  the  importance  of  the  fubjed. 

We  pafs  next  to  the  flow,  or  nervous  kind 
of  fevers,  which  conftitute  the  fifth  clafs; 
concerning  which,  for  want  of  obfervations, 
I  can  fay  but  very  little,  that  relates  to  the 
ufe  of  the  Powder.  But  as  thefe  fevers 
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fometime  fpin  out  to  very  great  length,  if, 
after  trying  the  methods  in  common  pradice 
inefFedually,  danger  is  prognofticated  either 
from  the  malignity  of  the  fymptoms,  or  the 
long  continuance  of  the  fever,  I  iliould  not 
fcruple  to  give  the  Powder  between  hands 
along  with  other  means,  in  fmall  dofes ;  for 
we  have  time  enough  ;  with  an  intention  to 
quicken  the  crifis,  which  otherwife  might  be 
overflow.  This  method  I  fhould  the  more 
willingly  purfue,  that  fuch  fevers,  by  run¬ 
ning  out  into  a  very  great  length,  often  leave, 
difmal  calamities  behind  them,  as  palfy,  fet¬ 
tled  melancholy,  &c.  And  I  fhould  here 
clearly  prefer  the  Fever  Powder  to  chermes 
mineral,  or  any  other  antimonial  preparation, 
in  which  there  is  no  mercury.  For,  as  in 
this  kind  the  pulfe  is  generally  weak,  fmall, 
and  thready,  mercury  joined  to  antimony 
feems  to  promife  benefit,  by  encreafing  the 
impetus  of  the  circulation,  and  momentum 
of  the  fluids ;  by  penetrating  into  the  fmall- 
eft  vefTels  where  the  lentor  refides,  and  there 
attenuating  and  dilTolving  it ;  thus  promot¬ 
ing  and  accelerating  a  falutary  crifis.  Ac¬ 
cordingly  cinnabar  of  antimony,  which  con¬ 
tains  mercury,  is  not  unfrequently  ufed  in 

flow  fevers.  But  the  Fever  Powder  wilh  in 
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my  judgment,  anfwer  the  end  juft  now  men¬ 
tioned  much  more  efFedtually. 

It  remains  for  us  to  confider  catarrhal  fe- 
vers,  which  are  commonly  brought  on  by 
catching  of  cold  ;  and  attended  with  cough, 
and  a  great  quantity  of  mucous^  ropy  phlegm, 
fluffing  the  throat  and  lungs.  Peripneu¬ 
monia  notha,  as  hath  been  faid,  is  the  gene¬ 
ral  name  for  all  this  clafs,  that  rife  to  any 
remarkable  degree  of  violence  and  danger  ; 
and  is  defcribed  by  Sydenham  with  his  ufual 
accuracy.  But  for  the  cure,  what  Boer- 
haave,  and  his  commentator,  Vanfweeten, 
have  faid  upon  the  fubje6l,  fhould  be  con- 
fulted  •  and  likewife  the  excellent  Doctor 
Huxain’s  Effays  on  Fevers.  In  this  diftem- 
'per,  if  after  proper  bleeding,  bliftering  and 
purging,  after  the  exhibition  of  the  moft 
pow'erful  expectorating  medicines  in  com¬ 
mon  praftice,  flill  phlegm  continues  to  be 
heaped  in  the  lungs,  and  threatens  fuffoca- 
tion,  and  a  mortal  ratling  ;  recourfe  m.ufl  be 
had  to  antimonials.  I  heartily  affent  to  what 
the  laft  mentioned  author  fays,  concerning 
his  effence  of  antimony,  and  agree  with  him 
in  preferring  it  to  all  or  mofl  preparations 
folely  antimonial  5  but  it  wants  the  mercu¬ 
rial 
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rial  adjunft.  As  therefore  at  a  dead  lift,  I 
fliould  chiefly  truft  to  the  Powder  in  catar¬ 
rhal  fevers.  In  three  cafes,  where  I  attended, 
I  faw  mofl:  furprifing  and  almofl:  miraculous 
fuccefs  from  its  exhibition  j  fuch  fuccefs  as 
I  could  not  have  believed,  had  I  not  been 
an  eye-witnefs.  This  my  duty  obliges  me 
publicly  to  declare.  And  I  cannot  help 
thinking,  but  the  addition  of  mercury  to  the 
antimony  contributes  to  render  it  fo  effedlual 
in  thinning,  and  diflblving  catarrhal  vifcidity. 
And,  as  far  as  my  obfervations  have  gone, 
the  Fever  Powder  feems  /nore  wonderfully 
and  more  certainly  to  operate  in  fuch  cafes, 
than  in  any  other.  I  have  feen  it  fail  more 
than  once  in  dilirium,  though  it  was  given 
four  or  five  days  before  the  patient  died ; 
though  it  was  given-often  and  in  large  dofes  j 
though  it  operated  brifkly  either  by  fweat  or 
flools  j  and  fometimes  both  ways,  I  have 
feen  it  fail  in  a  comatous  ftupor,  though  it 
was  given  neither  fparingly,  nor  very  late  in 
the  diflemper.  But  I  never  found  it  mifs  in 
catarrhal  fevers,  if  there  was  any  foundation 
of  hope  left. 

Dr.  Young,  in  his  very  acute  and  ufeful 
Treatife  on  opium,  finds  repeated  fmall 
bleedings  to  be  the  chief  remedy  in  the  pe¬ 
ripneumonia 
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ripneumonia  notha  of  old  perfons.  If  there¬ 
fore  the  FeverPowder  can  fuperfede  the  lofe- 
ing  of  blood,  in  a  confiderable  meafure,  at 
an  age  where  it  ought  to  be  hufbanded, 
which  I  am  convinced  it  may,  is  it  not  a 
commendable  medicine  ? 

This  is  the  fmall  li^ht  I  am  able  at  pre-‘ 
fent  to  throw  upon  the  operation  and  virtues 
of  the  noted  Fever  Powder  in  acute  difeafes. 
I  flrall  difpatch  in  a  very  few  words  what  I 
have  •  to  fay  concerning  its  ufe  in  chronic 
diforders.  A  penury  of  obfervations,  and 
folid  principles  to  reafon  upon,  prevents  me 
from  being  fuller. 

Since  the  Fever  Powder,  as  hath  been  faid, 
does  wonders  in  catarrhal  fevers,  by  thining 
the  tough  pituitous  matter,  that  fluffs  the 
lungs,  and  thereby  preventing  imminent  fuf- 
focation,  it  muft  certainly  be  an  excellent  me¬ 
dicine  in  the  humoral  afthma,  both  in  the  fits 
(which  are  fometimes  very  long)  and  in  the 
intervals  between  them.  For,  if  it  is  given 
with  great  fuccefs  in  fevers,  where  there  is 
an  infarftion  of  the  lungs,  and  a  difficulty  of 
breathing,  I  can  fee  no  objedion  againfl 
trying  it  in  an  humoral  afthma,  where  there 
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is  no  ftated  fever.  And  even  if  there  fhould 
be  fomething  fpafmodic,  or  convulfive  in  the 
cafe,  I  think  it  may  be  fafely  given,  mixt 
with  cephalics.  ,The  prudent  practitioner 
will  eafily  know  how  to  adapt  the  manner  of 
exhibition,  to  the  circumftances  of  the  cafe. 

I 

The  unfkilful  never  can  meddle  in  affairs  of 
this  kind  without  danger. 

The  author  hath  fhown  by  many  inftances- 
that  it  is  a  powerful  remedy  againft  chroni¬ 
cal  rheumatifm.  And  I  am  certainly  in¬ 
formed,  that,  in  our  navy,  it  is  ufed  with 
great  fuccefs  in  that  diftemper.  And  no 
wonder ;  for  as  rheumatifm  is  caufed  bv  a 
vifcid  lentor  in  the  ferum  or  lymph,  fome- 
what  approaching  to  inflammatory  nature, 
with  an  acrimonious  taint ;  obflruding  and 
gnawing  the  fmall  veffels  of  the  joints,  and 
other  parts  ;  what  can  bid  fairer  for  diflblv- 
ing  the  morbid  matter  ;  and  fitting  it  for  be¬ 
ing  expelled  out  of  the  body,  than  a  medi¬ 
cine  compounded  of  antimony  and  mercu¬ 
ry  ;  which,  for  the  mofl:  part,  operates  by 
fenfible  evacuation  5  and  fometimes  feems  to 
do  its  office  by  infenfible  difcharges  ?  But  let 
it  be  a  conflant  rule  always  to  recommend  a 
prudent  regimen  while  the  powder  is  taken  ; 

and 
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and  dire£t  abftinence  from  acids,  tempe¬ 
rance,  and  care  not  to  catch  cold.  Confti- 
tutions  are  very  different ;  though  fome  are 
hard,  and  fcarce  to  be  moved  by  the  rough- 
eft  medicines  ;  others  are  delicate,  and  may 
be  difordered  by  the  flighteft  caufes.  And 
the  fame  conftitutions  differ  very  much  at 
different  times. 

Before  I  conclude,  let  me  obferve  that 
powerful  and  valuable  medicines,  efpecially 
while  they  are  new,  have  always  had,  and 
-always  will  have  both  unreafonable  enemies, 
and  rafh  unenlightened  admirers,  and  parti- 
fans.  That  therefore,  it  is  the  duty  of  phy- 
ficians  to  diftinguifh  between  truth  and  falfc- 
hood  ;  between  extravagant  praifes,  and 
groundlefs  prejudices :  at  the  fame  time  tak¬ 
ing  care  that  mankind  is  not  defrauded  of 
ufeful  remedies.  And  if  even  the  moft  fkil- 
ful  and  experienced  pradlitioners  are  often  at 
a  lofs  to  pafs  a  right  judgment  on  the  effecft 
of  medicines-,  which  is  moft  certainly  the 
cafe ;  fo  that  it  can  very  feldom  be  in  the 
power  of  ftrangers  to  the  profeffion  fo  to  do. 
And  therefore,  it  is  incumbent  on  the  latter 
to  think  and  fpeak  modeftly  and  diffidently 
corjcerning  matters  of  this  kind.  But,  above 

all 
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all  to  be  cautious  in  advifing  and  diredling  the 

exhibition  of  brifk  and  churlilh  medicines  5 

left,  while  they  charitably  intend  a  benefit, 

they  do  their  neighbour  irreparable  da¬ 
mage. 
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